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What I can tell you is that this definition of free speech, this idea that his views must

EDITORIAL NOTE - The
Concurrent is a multimedia
network of opinon-based news
in Citrus County.

with even the most absolute form of free speech philosophy. We’re supposed to decide as a society what sticks and what doesn’t. Conservative principles of free market
and equal opportunity live in free speech, but freedom from consequence does not.
- Bobby Winsler Show 10/25/22
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It’s Not Always About You

By Bobby Winsler
October 16
The Concurrent is not going to
become a parenting blog, but I hope
you’ll indulge me for one more post.
Last Sunday, I previewed my
daughter’s birth, which happened
the following Monday morning,
with three lessons that I would like
to pass on to the next generation.
Today’s topic is similarly split
into three parts, with each based on
the same underlying lesson.
The three parts are different aspects of the community that either
could benefit from the lesson or
demonstrate it in action.
The one lesson I’ve learned over
this past week’s first foray into fatherhood is this: it isn’t about you.
Public Notices Vote
This Tuesday the county commission will vote on whether or not
to continue paying a nominal fee
to post public notices in the Citrus
County Chronicle.
The commission should vote to
keep the public notices in print.
Some in the public are inevitably
going to trod out the argument that
they feel the Chronicle has a liberal
bias and that their conservative tax
dollars should not be going toward
a publication they don’t agree with.
It isn’t about you.
And it’s not about politics on a
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left-right spectrum either. It’s about
transparency and communication
to better us all.
Another group of people will
argue that no one reads the public
notices, which is a tell-tale sign
that person has never watched a
commission meeting following the
publication of a TRIM notice or
land use change.
The easy path for a commissioner
here would be to vote to eliminate
the print public notices.
They get to look like they are saving taxpayer money and they don’t
have to hear from angry constituents as much in meetings.
But my guess is a couple of commissioners will still vote to keep
them because they understand the
notices increase communication
and transparency, something that
everyone would agree with if they
could just separate their own political slant on it.
The commissioners in favor of
keeping them will be voting against
their easiest path, voting against
their own self-interest of taking the
politically expedient choice, but
doing so to help the community.
These are the ones who will show
they know it’s not about them.
Editor’s Note: The public notices
never came to a vote because the
Clerk’s Office could not maintain
them cheaper than the Chronicle.

NPA Candidates
Paul Grogan, NPA candidate for
county commission district 2, was
recently interviewed by John Murphy with the Chronicle.
It did not go well.
When asked about the budget
that was planned over summer
and approved last month, Grogan
rattled off a nonsensical response
about the administrator switching
in November.
Any follow up question Murphy
asked sent Grogan into a nervous
panic before giving answers that
had little to do with the original
question, such as talking about
bicycle paths when asked about
residential road resurfacing, or aggressively nodding as if shaking his
head yes could will the viewer into
agreement.
Murphy, who had just come off
the campaign trail himself as the
runner-up in the county commission district 4 race, did a phenomenal job keeping it together given his
first-hand experience of knowing
what real campaigning looks like
but even he was clearly oscillating
between amused and incredulous at
how dumb the responses were.
As amusing as it might be, no
candidacy should be a joke.
Grogan’s is as close to a ghost
candidacy as you can have without
proving it, even saying this week
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that he doesn’t go to political events
because he was “told not to” but
until there is proof, I will give him
the benefit of the doubt.
Closed primaries are fine with
legitimate NPA candidates, but this
was a guy who just wanted to make
it about himself and he disenfranchised a large part of the county in
his selfishness.
Prosperity Citrus
There is hope. Several organizations do amazing work in this
county but one that has particular
interest is Prosperity Citrus.
I’ve been critical of it in the past
and critical of some people pushing
for it much more recently but I do
believe it’s selfless individuals with
a focus on other people. I have a
new appreciation for their work.
Monumental events such as
having a newborn will change your
perspective on life as I’m sure I’m
not telling anyone who has already
experienced this something they
don’t already know.
I used to fear if I would be able to
put my personal ambition and love
of leisure behind the needs of my
daughter.
Now, looking around at how so
many others act, I fear this acute
feeling of taking the spotlight off my
needs fades with time.
I’m worried I’ll forget it’s not
always about me.
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The Art of Letting Go: What Diana Finegan
Needs to Do to Maximize Her Leadership

By Bobby Winsler
September 18
One of the worst strategies you
can use to connect with someone is
to tell them you know how they feel.
Yet sometimes situations are so
similar that there is little other way
around it.
I know, at least in part, how
Diana Finegan feels right now. It’s
raw, it’s borderline vengeful and, in
honesty, both of those feelings may
even be justified. But I hope they
are temporary.
Let’s back up a moment to explain how I my past feelings are
similar to the Republican nominee
for district 2’s current mindset.
I started working on and off for
Mike Prendergast in 2010, managing both his successful races for
Sheriff and I consider him a dear
friend who even appears as a witness on my marriage license. My
wife and I first met at one of his
2016 campaign events and coincidentally celebrate 4 years of marriage on our anniversary today.
More than any other client I’ve
worked with, attacks against Sheriff Prendergast are affronts I take
personally.
This made 2020 a difficult year.

The Chronicle’s news coverage was
inconsistently reported to match
its editorial stances, the Chamber
was housing signs for our opponent
with the organization’s president
a frequent sign waver during business hours and our only friends felt
like the members of the Republican
Executive Committee as well as the
clubs.
Bitter doesn’t begin to describe it.
I was furious.
A 21-point landslide victory in the
primary and a general election victory of almost 75% didn’t mitigate a
thing. It wasn’t enough to win big.
How dare they think they can control what people think? Someone
had to pay.
However, in hindsight, I wish I
hadn’t wasted two years holding
a grudge. This is not going to be a
plea for unity.
Community conformity is not
only overrated but is a poison that
has led to some disastrous decision
making from the commission itself.
It is possible to reach a threshold of tolerance, and as time goes
on, even understanding. Let me be
clear: this does not have to happen
through a compromise on principles nor does it mean holding back
criticism.

In fact, I am far more outspokenly critical of the Chronicle now
than I have ever been through the
second topic of a weekly podcast
serving as a direct reaction to the
publication’s Sunday commentary and yet I would categorize my
relationship with their staff as at its
all-time best.
This is because communication
is more important than agreement,
yet it is categorization that allowed
me to get over the mental wall I
had built against my perceived
enemies.
This categorization did not happen overnight.
I had written (my best form of
thought collection) over 100,000
words before arriving at these
conclusions. But once I did, just
attaching a name to what was happening helped dampen how personally I took their perspectives.
The Chronicle believes in a philosophy of community journalism
rather than objective journalism.
Past publishers and reporters alike
have unabashedly admitted to this.
The difference is community journalism allows for advocacy in news
coverage so long as this editorial
slant can be justified as what is
best for the community, even if it

violates professional standards of
objectivity.
Is it right for the Chronicle to do
this?
Of course not, and I vehemently
argue against this philosophy. Is it
going to ever change? Maybe.
There were some trouble spots
through the 2022 election cycle but
I do think the new leadership team
is top-notch talented and already
starting to professionalize paper to
new heights.
After all, you don’t turn a tanker on a dime - it takes time and a
wide swing - and so too would it be
impossible for the new leadership
to fix the ingrained culture of the
county’s oldest business in their
first year on the job.
Chamber leadership, on the other
hand, moral licenses.
They think that the good they
bring to the community, and the
Chamber through festivals, networking opportunities and business
advocacy does do well for us, that
this gives them leeway to cut professional corners like a balancing
act. You can stretch the ethical limits on one end if you offset it with
the good you’ll do on the other.
This is no way to lead and people
will soon stop taking you seriously
if stretched too far.
Just naming these concepts,
though, can help define exactly
where the disagreements lie. If Ms.
Finegan recognizes that, she can
disagree with their processes and
philosophies rather than with them
as people, and the grudge might
begin to melt away.
While it may be easy to dismiss
the need for any interaction with
them bolstered by an electoral victory, it does benefit the community
as a whole to do so.
Future commissioners have a
responsibility to everyone, not just
those who elected them.
The freedom of naming it and
letting go benefits both the individual’s personal relationships and the
people she will represent.
It sure did for me.
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Three Life Lessons for
the Next Generation
By Bobby Winsler
October 9
Today is the day. At 4 p.m., the
birth begins.
I consider Concurrent readers to
be my colleagues, I hate the social
term “followers”, and based on
offline discussions and your comments I know that many of you are
much smarter than myself.
I know you all have a thing or
two to teach me, but today is about
teaching those who come next.
Here are three contradictory life
lessons that I want to pass along to
my daughter.
Please feel free to add or comment on each as this is my first time
doing the whole parenting thing,
and I’ll be honest, I’m scared out of
my mind.
Choose a Side but Don’t
Sacrifice Sense of Self
I’m a proud Republican.
I have been all my life, and
though I feel the Party is moving
away from behaviors I view becoming of civil engagement, I don’t foresee an instance outside of maybe
going to work for government that
would ever make me give up the
allegiance to the GOP.
A few months ago, I wrote about
the cartoon that Elon Musk tweeted showing both political parties
moving to extremes, with the Left
moving more toward the fringe than
the Right, while the individual stays
static.
I pointed out this is called consistency bias - a phenomenon coined
in 2003 that says people will overestimate their loyalty to their own
principled views.
I have many flaws in thinking but

consistency bias is not one of them.
I understand that I have moved
more conservative on some issues,
and by today’s standards, more liberal on others.
Political Parties move too. Changing with new information is okay,
but changing your beliefs to fit in is
not.
My sense of self overrides my
need to virtue signal to the side I
believe in.
That can make for a more difficult
road in relationship building, where
blanket agreement is best, but this
self-forged path is what I wish for
my daughter as well, and one I’m
determined to keep emulating until
she is old enough to appreciate it.
Embrace Conflict But Choose
It with Others as the Final
Form of Confrontation
Similar to the above topic, sides
need to be taken. Unity is not as
lofty a goal as mutual respect.
More types of conflict exist than
that of people against one another.
My favorite way to approach this is

to make it as abstract as possible.
Unfortunately, from recent election results to even more recent
conversations I’ve had with others
regarding our future mental health
building, this leads to the least
amount of mass appeal and most
amount of confusion.
I’ve been asked why I’m against
LifeStream or told that I’m anti-Baker Act facility by many people
I respect, but who misrepresent my
opinion.
I’m anti-locking into a long term
deal with an unproven entity until
more information is known.
I’m sure some people see this as
just another delay to a critical project, whereas I see it as due diligence.
If I really wanted to be against
the project, I would choose a single
individual to be against and make it
about him rather than the plan.
As highly effective as this would
be, it would also be choosing conflict with others as a primary form
of confrontation, so instead I raise
questions about an organization’s

culture and reporting practices rather than with individuals.
I’m not a pacifist.
War is necessary in certain circumstances and our law enforcement professionals understand the
real person-to-person conflict that
exists better than almost anyone.
But we can minimize it in our
public affairs to keep conflicts
focused more on policy and less on
people.
Believe in the Limitless
Capacity of Bad Outcomes
but Put Your Faith in
Relentless Optimism
I saved the most important for
last.
I don’t know what Citrus County or America will look like as she
comes of age.
But I have pure, undeterred faith
that it will be better.
The New York Times wrote a
piece earlier this week I referenced
in the last column that mentions
of civil war have spiked 3000% in
recent weeks.
Every major research institution
shows that we are not just more polarized, we actively believe the other
side is a threat than in any other
time in modern history, a trend that
will undoubtedly get worse before it
gets better.
Our foreign enemies have never
been more emboldened and our domestic challenges have never been
steeper such as the highest national
debt in the nation’s history.
We’ll figure it out.
We’re American. And that still
means something.
Welcome to the world, little loved
one, my only hope is that I can teach
you well.
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Some People, Politicians Aren’t Mature
Enough to Blunt Media Effects

By Bobby Winsler
October 6
Media has an effect on us, but
how much is a question that has
been contested since communication scholarship began formally in
the late 1930s.
Academia undergoes a phenomenon known as the paradigm shift,
which is like a movement between
eras of what the baseline accepted
thought is.
Think of a paradigm shift being
between people who thought the
world was flat to society, with some
YouTube exceptions, believing it is
now round.
The early days of communication
were known as the hypodermic
needle era.
Nazi propoganda was effectively
recruiting otherwise good people to
commit atrocities, Americans were
idolizing celebrities from media

coming out of Hollywood like never
before and the 1938 War of the
Worlds radio broadcast caused such
panic that the national news carried
stories for weeks after its airing.
How could anyone help but think
that the media had this highly
potent effect on human behavior,
similar to that of a shot in the arm?
Eventually though, the paradigm
shifted in the late 1940s. Media
academics changed their minds and
ushered in the limited effects era,
which by its name stated the exact
opposite of its predecessor time
period.
I’ve always thought that media
has had a major effect on me.
Many of my conversational quips
are taken from the screenwriting of
Aaron Sorkin (“good writers borrow
from other writers, great writers
steal from them”).
Just like academia, however, my
paradigm has shifted from absorb-

ing these effects to thinking there’s
limited effect. Some of my favorite
shows are about political posturing, and not just the Sorkin-written
West Wing.
I’m talking about shows like the
Walking Dead which is far more
about power structures in crisis
situations than it is about zombies,
and of course, Game of Thrones
and its recent spinoff House of the
Dragon.
At the risk of making your eyes
glaze over, I’m not going into plot
detail about either HBO show but
the currently airing spinoff series
is based on George R.R. Martin’s
storyline the Dance of the Dragons,
which is a civil war between two
sides of a ruling family competing
for control.
I use that term that harkens back
to the most divisive time in American history, because it is also the
term that has spiked on the inter-
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net over 3000% recently according
to a New York Times article published yesterday.
The entire time I’m watching a
civil war play out in a fantasy world
each Sunday, I’m always aware that
this is an escape form of entertainment, not a playbook for how to act
in public affairs. Yet we see it more
and more.
Just last week at a rally in Michigan, Congresswoman Marjorie
Taylor Greene accused Democrats
of having “started the killings” of
Republicans and strongly implied
the only proper reaction is to intensify violence from the right.
The absurdity of this claim has
obvious intended consequences toward steering political engagement
irrevocably in a worse direction,
and is seen from both sides of the
political aisle.
See MATURE | Page 14
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Community Letters
to the Editor
Sticks and Stones

By Richard Musgrove
Letter to the Editor

Sticks and stones can break my
bones but words will never hurt me.
Today words seem to hurt more
than physical harm for many
people. Terms such as “racist” or
“Ultra-Maga” or “sexist” are being hurled at people to get them to
think with their feelings and not
think with their minds.
Some people are beginning to
vote for a candidate not because the
candidate’s beliefs align with theirs
but because that candidate is a
member of a certain group (woman,
black, or gay).
First my disclaimer, I am not
against any of these groups. In fact,
I am a gay man.
However some people vote for
a woman candidate with political
views different from theirs because
they do not want to be called a
“sexist.”
They vote for a black with different views as they don’t want to be
called a “racist”. They vote for a gay
man with different views as don’t
want to be called “homophobic.”
They vote against a Trump en-

dorsed candidate as they don’t want
to be called an “Ultra-MAGA Fascist.”
Whether in sports, gambling, or
politics, people like to win and be
considered the “good guy.”
Sadly some political parties will
do anything to win (steering clear of
policies and platforms and focusing
mainly on identity politics).
In other words putting more
emphasis on a group alliance of
people from a certain race, religion,
or social background than on the
party’s platform.
Your vote matters and must be
researched and well thought before
you enter the polling booth.
It should be based on candidates
that follow the principles of our
democratic republic.
Since your vote is private, it
needs to be based on policies and
not vote for a candidate so that you
don’t appear prejudiced toward that
candidate’s identity.
Don’t let name calling affect your
vote decision. Sound judgment
is needed to save our democratic
republic.
Think and not feel when you vote
in November.

Our Fair Elections

By Rudy Brooks

Letter to the Editor
Everyone should want free and
fair elections that they can trust.
A recent Letter to the Editor in
the Chronicle referred to Governor
Ron DeSantis as an “election denier.”
Enacting legislation to ensure
our elections
are safe, secure,
transparent, and
accessible does
not make the Governor an “election
denier.”
The Governor’s
proposal not only
ensures that every
citizen who is eligible to vote in the
Sunshine State will be able to do
so, but it also means that Florida
will have robust safety measures in
place so that Floridians are confident that their votes are not being
diluted by illegal ballots.
The new legislation also established an Office of Election Crimes
and Security within the Department
of State to investigate claims of

election crimes and fraud and will
require timelines for supervisors of
elections to remove ineligible voters
from the voter rolls.
Governor DeSantis’ legislation
will prohibit the use of unsecured
and unsupervised drop boxes across
the state of Florida and will elevate
the crime of ballot harvesting to a third-degree
felony.
This comes after Governor DeSantis previously signed a bill last year
which strengthens voter
identification, prohibits
the use of unsolicited
mail-in-ballots, and
requires that only those
who have specifically
requested a ballot by mail
will receive one before each election.
Senate Bill 90 also keeps private
money – Zuckerbucks – from influencing elections in Florida.
Floridians should have every
confidence that our elections are
administered fairly and securely––
and that their vote matters.
Thank you, Governor DeSantis,
for protecting our elections.

Those Darn Ads

By Ellie Brahe

Letter to the Editor
I hate this time
of year every two
years. It is an
election year and
I am inundated
with political ads.
It is nonstop all
day.
Some ads
make some very
outlandish statements. I am not
tech savvy and do
not DVR.
But the DVR would give me the
freedom to skip these annoying ads.
Political ads are annoying but
research seems to indicate that they
rile up the base and they help with
fundraising.
So I guess if I can’t DVR them, I
will get up and have a snack during
the length of the ad.
I better make a note to only eat
“low calorie” snacks.
I have learned that political ads
are treated differently than commercials.
Truth in advertising is regulated
by the FCC in commercials but NOT
in political ads.
Also broadcast networks are
required to air political ads unchanged even if the content is lies.
I have called all these “political
ads” but there are two types: [1].
Candidate ads and [2]. Issue ads,
also known as political action committee (PAC) ads.

By Rudy Brooks
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Pushed into a Corner

By Don Farley

The Candidate ads must be aired
unchanged by broadcast networks
according to FCC rules.
TV stations are
not required to air
PAC ads and many
stations check with
their legal team
first.
PAC ads may be
slanderous and the
station determines
if it is wise to air the
message.
Candidate ads
are protected by the
First Amendment.
One person’s lie, which is not really a lie, is somebody else’s truth.
That’s the way politics seems to
work.
I don’t want to turn off the T.V.
for a few months. My solution is to
read up on the candidates and ask
my friends. When I do come back
from the kitchen with my snack
and hear some of the negative ads,
it makes me wonder what that
candidate has to hide.
I have always been a positive
person and try to see the good in
others. Negative ads turn me away
from that candidate.
Well early voting is October
28-November 5. Election day will
be November 8.
Finally all the Political ads will
be over. They will be replaced with
infomercials, weight loss plans, car
warranty ads, etc.
I am not sure what could be
worse! I guess a DVR is on my
wish list before the 2024 elections.

and Zaporizhzhia in the south and
two pro-Russian “republics” in
Letter to the Editor
Luhansk and Donetsk in the east
We have all seen a comedy where which “voted” to join the Russian
Federation.
someone is painting a floor and
There are few options for the
paints themselves into a corner.
West.
There is no way out unless you
We have denounced the annexwalk all over the freshly painted
ation as illegitimate.
floor.
Ukraine has requested on a fast
We are seeing that today around
track to join NATO. This could lead
the world in diplomatic policies.
to a nuclear war. Another option
During the Obama administrais not to admit Ukraine to NATO
tion, he was optimistic that we
which makes us and NATO look
could solve everything with diploweaker to the world.
macy and “openness”.
Third world countries might then
He felt that everything will work
align with the “big guys” Russia and
out in the end, and America needs
China. This would give
to resist the imthese two powers more
pulse to overreThen came the Biden
bases and connections
act to any crises
administration which left
abroad.
Afghanistan stranded after around the world in case of
a future war.
Putin saw the
a 19 year war.
History repeats itself.
U.S. as weak and
In 1938, Hitler’s takeover of Czechoinvaded and took Crimea. During
slovakia’s German-inhabited SudeTrump’s administration, he used
strategic ambiguity which kept Rus- ten province only brought temporary peace.
sia and China guessing.
This gave Hitler time to rebuild
They were not sure if Trump
his army to fight the rest of Europe.
would push the nuclear “button” or
Putin is following this same playtry sanctions to keep them in line.
Then came the Biden administra- book.
While the 30 NATO nations detion which left Afghanistan strandcide, Putin will sow more chaos with
ed after a 19 year war.
energy shortages. Many feel the sabIn the eyes of the world, we are a
otage of the Nord Stream pipeline
weak nation. We also appeared not
was at Putin’s direction.
honorable in standing up for our
Russia has promoted more disinallies. Did our word mean anything?
formation and electoral interference
Now Russia is backing us farther
throughout Europe.
in a corner.
There is no easy answer. WhatPutin signs an official document
ever we decide, we must be ready
which annexes four regions of
militarily for retaliation by Russia
Ukraine.
and China.
The region consists of Kherson

tance usually targets homeowners
and wealthier survivors.
This does little to address the
problem of racial and lower socioeconomic inequities of those people
in lower income housing
who may now be homeless.
FEMA sees this as widening the gap between the
wealthy and the poor.
The coastal areas of the
Southeast and Southwest

are more vulnerable to climatic
disasters according to a study by
the Columbia Climate School’s U.S.
Natural Hazards Index.
Since wealthier people can afford
housing along these coastal areas, it means poorer
people are in areas which
may be more vulnerable
due to much older infrastructures.
All this sounds good.

Equity After Hurricane Ian

Letter to the Editor
FEMA announces aid for those
devastated by Ian.
They will allow more types of
documentation to prove home
occupancy such as copies of repair
bills, property tax receipts, homeowner insurance papers, deed or
title, mortgage documentation, etc.
FEMA notes that housing assis-

But at a time of a disaster, people’s needs must be focus on first
and not base totally on race, income, or other inequities.
The 14th Amendment promised
“equal protection of the laws” when
adopted in 1868.
Later Lyndon Johnson’s Civil
Rights Act further promoted the
idea that “race-based” policies were

See HURRICANE | Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

illegal and went against the values
and ideals of the United States. Yet
Joe Biden’s Equity Action Plans
destroys these ideals.

Equity means equal outcomes,
achieved by unequal treatment,
biased competition and preferential
judging.
It challenges America’s principle
that people should be treated equally and judged as individuals, not as
members of groups.

The death toll from Ian keeps
rising in southwest Florida. Government support should help all
people based on the greatest need
and not based on race or other
ethnic criteria. This is not the time
to play politics with people’s lives
as this only promotes systemically

racism.
President Biden, please don’t fail
the people of Florida.
(Addendum: FEMA enacted their
Equity policy July 21, 2021.
Thus V.P. Harris remarks were
not something that needs to be
retracted).

amendments come before voters.
Proposed amendments to the
Florida Constitution may be made
by a joint resolution of the Florida
Legislature, a citizens’ initiative, a
proposal from the CRC, or a proposal from the Taxation and Budget
Reform Commission.
Voting to keep the CRC does not
limit your ways to get a proposed
amendment on the Ballot.
My vote is to keep the CRC as a
vital part of our democratic process.
VOTE: “NO”
The third amendment is to
to grant an additional $50,000
homestead tax exemption for nonschool levies of the assessed value
of homestead property owned by
teachers, law enforcement officers,
correctional officers, firefighters,
emergency medical technicians,
paramedics, child welfare services
professionals, active duty members
of the United States Armed Forces,
and Florida National Guard members.
At present, we get a $25,000
homestead exemption and an
additional $25,000 homestead
exemption on dwellings between
$50,000-$75,000.
It sounds great giving these professions another homestead exemption due to rising housing costs.
However it is estimated that this
would reduce local property tax revenue by $85.9 million beginning in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024.
Also it will be difficult to regulate if homeowners are still in the
exempted professions.
VOTE: “NO”.

By Walter Pike

overdose deaths.
We have cities that consider
themselves “migrant sanctuaries”.
Their laws help obstruct immigration enforcement and shield
criminals from ICE by denying
access.
No one has the right to pick and
choose which laws to follow.
I would love to go 80 m.p.h. on
Highway 44 but that would only
cause chaos or in my case: my
death.
We have: 8 U.S. Code
§ 1373 which states that
“a Federal, State, or local
government entity or
official may not prohibit, or in any way restrict,
any government entity or
official from sending to, or
receiving from, the Immigration and Naturalization Service
information regarding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful
or unlawful, of any individual.”
Governors Abbott and DeSantis
have sent migrants to sanctuary
cities which are supposedly more
“welcoming”.
Biden has shipped migrants
throughout the country (many
times in the dead of night).
We need to enforce our immigration laws.
Congress has the responsibility
to change them if necessary. T
he Executive Branch has the
responsibility to enforce laws that
have been passed by Congress.
Selective law enforcement or
non-enforcement must not be
allowed.

Three Amendments

By Roy San Martin
Letter to the Editor

The first amendment would
prevent reassessment of a higher
property value if a homeowner decides to elevate their home or make
improvements on their property to
make it less susceptible to flooding.
Being able to make improvements against floods without an
increase in property value is a good
thing.
Florida is experiencing a property
homeowners insurance problem.
Many companies have refused to
insure new homeowners.
Many Florida insurance companies may have their financial
strength ratings reduced due to
frivolous claims. This is a way for
homeowners to be proactive in
improving their property without
further tax increases.
It will also help to hold down
homeowner insurance rates. VOTE”
“YES”.
The second amendment concerns
the abolishment of the Florida
Constitution Revision Commission
(CRC) which meets every twenty
years to decide amendment revisions to the constitution.
It will meet again in 2037. The
CRC has 37 commissioners which
are appointed by the Governor,
Senate, House, and Chief Justice.
The amendments will then go to the
public for vote.
The Commision is another way
that amendments are proposed to
voters for our constitution. Voting
to keep the CRC is only one way that
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Migrant Fiasco

Letter to the Editor
Migrants who cross the border
illegally are limited in the ways to
claim asylum.
The migrant must demonstrate
by their own testimony that they
suffered persecution because of
their beliefs and have a “well founded fear” of future persecution in
their home country.
If a migrant fails to apply for asylum within one year
of entering the U.S.,
they will be barred
from receiving asylum.
Poverty is NOT a
reason for asylum.
The 1948 Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the 1951
Refugee Convention codified the
rights of asylum when based on
persecution based on race, religion,
class, gender, nationality, or political affiliation or when fleeing their
home country during war or political upheaval.
As of Sept. 16, 2022 Biden’s
open border has cost about $100
billion!
This is blatant and costly non-enforcement of our immigration laws.
Homeland Security estimated
during the Trump administration
that building a wall across the
Southern border would have cost
$22 billion.
A border wall and limited points
of entry would help prevent an increase in crime and fentanyl/ drug
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Rock and Hard Place
By Roy San Martin
Letter to the Editor
Saudi Arabia made a terrible mistake by cutting oil production. This
country is important to the energy
security and Middle East stability.
It is a regional ally against Iran.
Yet , it moved closer to Russia by
announcing a cut in oil production.
With markets tight and a nice 73%
profit margin, reduction in oil supply by 2 million barrels a day was a
move to harm the U.S. economy and
also raise the price of gas to Russia’s
advantage.
Beginning in the 1950s, the United States began to import greater
amounts of crude oil and petroleum products to fill the gap from
increased consumption and local
production.
These imports increased until
2007. Imports drastically decreased through 2021 as U.S. production offset the need for imports.
For the first time since 1952 , the
U.S. became a net total energy exporter in 2019 for the first time and
continued through 2021.
Biden has suspended oil and gas
leasing through executive actions
on climate change. This means that
we must import 20 percent of our
daily oil use.We have had “lover
spats” before with Saudi Arabia
concerning 9/11, refusal of a seat on
the U.N. Security Council, and the

assassination of Khashoggi.
U.S.-Saudi relationship began
in 1945 when President Roosevelt
and Saudi King Abdulaziz ibn Saud
laid the groundwork for a strategic arrangement whereby the U.S.
would provide security in exchange
for Saudi’s vast oil reserves.
This was with the establishment
of the Jewish state. Our largest
arms buyer has been Saudi Arabia.
This has helped to keep stability in
the Middle-east.
Curtailing arms might be used as
leverage but the Saudis may then
align more with Russia. Though
many feel that their weapons are
far inferior to ours.
We are at a rock and a hard
place: our relationship is driven by
oil, protection against Iran, sharing
intelligence information. and peacekeeping in the region with Israel.
Before we act irrationally against
Saudi Arabia, we need to at least
voice our condemnation.
Domestically, we need to cut
obstacles that hinder oil production
by simplifying oil leases.
Biden should NOT buy oil from
terrorist-funding Iran or Maduro
regime of Venezuela.
We should not tap the U.S. emergency oil reserves which have fallen
below 434.1 million barrels.
We must all realize that there
is no solution that will be easy to
achieve.

Flip-Flops
By Kerin Resch
Letter to the Editor

Since living in Florida, my standard footwear is flip flops.
In summer without socks and as
a fashion faux pas: socks in winter
(mind you: just around the house).
Flip flops got its name from
flopping back and forth against the
soles of one’s feet when one walks.
Some candidates are flip flops
on their policies and ideas.
There was a 2006 robocall
message from a gubernatorial

Sleight of Hand

By Dennis Melton
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For years, it amazed me to watch
a magician perform his magic tricks.
He could pick up a coin and conceal
it in his hand.
After a few magical words, the
coin would disappear and reappear
behind someone’s ear.
I now know that objects can not
reappear from “thin air”. But these
magicians seem to perform impossible illusions.
When a magician says you must
look carefully at the cards that
they’re shuffling, they don’t want
you to see what their assistant is
doing.
And when a politician tells you
to focus on one key issue, it’s a sure
thing they don’t want you looking at
the bigger picture.
The “key issue” that seems to
come up every election cycle is abortion.
Abortion has been around since
ancient times and will always be
here for women. Roe v Wade only
brought the issue back to the states
to decide.
But there will always be some
place in the U.S. where abortions
will be legal.
And yet some politicians (like
magicians) want the voters to focus
on one issue and not see the total
picture or platform of a candidate.

I am not pushing the abortion
issue aside.
We all differ in our beliefs as to
the “right” or moral value of abortion. But when we vote, we need to
not be blinded by one issue.
We need to judge the candidate in two ways: their position on
MANY issues and the leadership
qualities and experience that they
will bring to the office.
A candidate’s background matters more to me than his negative
attacks on his opponent.
Remember negative attacks are
like the sleight of hand of the magician: it is to take your mind off what
your candidate has really done and
unfairly criticize an opponent’s political platform, usually by pointing
out its faults.
Political attack ads may or may
not be true but they are legal.
The Federal Election Commission
requires that television and radio
ads include disclosure about who
produced them.
According to the FCC: networks
are also restricted from altering the
content of those ads, no matter how
distasteful, offensive, or untrue they
may believe them to be.
As a voter we must watch the
“sleight of hand” and research for
the truth on each candidate.
Vote responsively on a candidate’s many issues and experience.
Don’t be a “one-issue” voter.

candidate which said: “I’m prolife, I opposed amnesty for illegal
immigrants, I support traditional
marriage, and I have never supported a new tax or big spending
program. I support a constitutional
amendment to protect traditional
marriage, and I oppose adoption by
gay couples, and I work to ensure
the right to display the Ten Commandments in public places.”
Today this message would sound
racist, homophobic, etc.
This candidate is now running
again for Governor of Florida but
has flip flopped not only on policies
but also on party affiliation (Republican to Democrat).
Most voters like a candidate that

“sticks to his guns” and does not
flip-flop with the changing political
winds.
Indecisive people make poor
leaders.
We have a good Governor Ron
DeSantis who has been decisive
on many major issues that have
affected Florida from the pandemic
(keeping businesses and schools
open), election integrity, parental
rights, the environment, and keeping Florida a productive state.
DeSantis’ fiscal policies has enabled Florida to have a $20 billion
budget surplus. When you vote on
November 8, don’t “flip-flop” and
vote for the indecisive candidate.
Vote for Ron DeSantis.

Letter to the Editor
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The New Monster

By Tina Sanders
Letter to the Editor

There is a constant argument
in government to fund or defund
major programs.
The pendulum swings back and
forth on this issue.
At present several politicians advocate defunding the police as a way
to completely reform our criminal
justice system through more social
programs and less incarceration.
Sounds like a great idea but in
many areas of the country violence
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and crime has only increased.
On another platform, these
same politicians want to fund more
money into the Internal Revenue
Service system to the tune of $80
billion over 10 years which would be
used to hire an additional 87,000
employees.
This will create a bigger “monster.”
Think big, really big “monster.”
That $80 billion is more than six
times the current annual IRS budget
of $12.6 billion.
Thanks to the “Inflation Reduc-

tion” act, it directs a whopping
$45.6 billion for the enforcement
budget for the IRS.
In 2022 alone, the IRS spent
$700,000 in guns and ammunition.
Several lawmakers feel that this
will “squeeze’ more money out of
middle-class wage earners who are
less likely to afford legal aid in IRS
audits.
The National Federation of Independent Business feels that this IRS
enforcement would hurt and burden
small businesses with more audits.
The IRS response to this windfall
in funds is that it would help them
close the “tax gap.”
This gap is the difference between
what people pay in taxes versus

what they actually owe in taxes.
The Treasury department estimates the gap to be about $600
billion annually that is not collected.
A Congressional Budget Office
estimate is that these new funds
through the “Inflation Reduction”
act would increase revenue by about
$200 billion annually.
Ronald Reagan told us, “Government is not a solution to our problem; government is the problem.”
Perhaps an overhaul of our tax
codes with less deductions and
loopholes would be a better way to
solve the “tax gap.”
Treating hard working Americans as criminals is never the
answer!

ed a “ moral ranking system” that
monitors individuals, government
organizations, and companies by
ranking them on their social credits.
Merrill Lynch in 2021 now
assigns personal E.S.G. scores based
on customer’s investment portfolios. If more widespread, individual
E.S.G. scores might be used in lending and investment decisions.
Lower E.S.G. scored oil companies might be unable to borrow
money.
Low E.S.G. scored individuals
could not finance a gas powered car
in the future due to high environmental impact. E.S.G. is a sinister
strategy.
If politicians cannot pass environmental pollution and social

inequalities laws through Congress ,
E.S.G. may be their solution.
The concept of activist investors
which can rate a company based on
their ideologies and can destroy a
company by making it impossible to
raise capital.
Klaus Schwab, founder of the
World Economic Forum promoted
in 2019 that ESG scores were necessary for his “stakeholder capitalism”
whereby companies control what
is best for society and the environment.
In May 2022, Tesla was removed
from the S&P 500 Index because it
lacked a “low carbon strategy.” In
reality, CEO Elon Musk was being
targeted for his commitment to
free speech and his criticism of the
Biden administration.
E.S.G. has become more about
control than social conscience--not
only for companies for individuals

in the future.
This month: major credit card
companies are making it easier to
track gun sales with owners’ names
and addresses.
It will be able to block certain
sales to certain individuals. Your
credit card or debit card use gives
a picture of you and your E.S.G.
rating.
The Heartland Institute along
with many state legislatures are
passing bills against companies
who support E.S.G. goals ahead
of making a profit and a return to
investment.
Governor Ron DeSantis proposed legislation that would prevent
state fund managers from considering ESG factors when investing state
money.
ESG investing is bad for financial
returns, bad for taxpayers, and ultimately bad for the U.S. economy.

need to reward those teachers that
educate and get rid of those that
indoctrinate.
This is not a Republican or
Democrat issue but a parental rights
issue. Parents are paying attention because a majority of elected
officials in Washington D.C. are
getting rich and funded by corporations such as Disney to push a woke
agenda on us.
I remember when Disney would
give my kids free passes for getting
good marks. Today I would burn
them because of their radical agenda. We need to stop supporting and

using companies that manipulate us
from social media to banking.
The Communist Chinese use
social credit scores to demonize and
control all opposition.
These International woke companies are setting up a similar system
here which is being deployed before
our eyes as an inverted dictatorship.
Instead of elected politicians in control, we have woke media calling the
shots. It is no longer We the People
but We the Ruled. Everything is
tied together down to the granular
level and the schools are the new
Concord battleground to save our
Republic.
I hear the word Democracy
tossed around by leftist elites as if

they were the arbiters of Democracy
but they attack patriotic Americans
as if we are traitors. Heaven forbid
if you fly the American Flag.
The FBI will label you a threat
and swat you. It is time all parents
realize they must be part of their
children’s education and not leave it
entirely up to the schools.
If you love your children and your
country then spend time learning
with them, There is no excuse to
watch TV and live carefree and expect a good outcome for your kids.
The reason Marxism has taken
hold of our children is we are not
involved in their education. Watch
this week’s Project Veritas to see
what is going on in the schools.

What Is E.S.G?

By Holly Pfister
Letter to the Editor

Recently, S&P Global gave
awards to companies for environmental, social, and governance
(E.S.G.) practices.
The Silver award went to Mitr
Phol Sugar.
Yet this company violently drove
Cambodian farmers from their
lands and left them destitute.
E.S.G. began in the 1960s as
socially responsible investing by
excluding stocks or industries
which were not “socially or enviromentally’ responsible such as the
tobacco industry or apartheid South
African companies. In 2014, the
Chinese Communist Party promot-

Parents’ Responsibility

By Danielle Beckemeyer
Letter to the Editor

I am a parent in Citrus County
and I am concerned that Marxism
indoctrination is stealthily being
deployed by radical administrators
and teachers educated in the universities where free speech and intelligent dialog are being silenced.
Governor Ron DeSantis is very
astute to pass legislation that focuses on the basics and root out these
woke educators who are not doing
their job. There are good teachers
and there are bad teachers. We

Nov. Edition
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Retaining Judges?

By Ellie Brahe

Letter to the Editor

Judge not : lest ye be judged.
That is usually the quandary when
I have to choose whether to retain a
judge listed on the ballot.
Most voters in judicial elections
know almost nothing about the
candidates on the ballot.
Approximately 25% of them
respond by simply not voting in
judicial elections at all.
Florida does not give any information to party affiliation of
the judges which may influence a
decision.
Each Judge may be reviewed
online but many biographies do not

list cases that they served which
might influence a voter’s decision.
Thirty-nine states require judges
to stand for popular election. Most
Americans feel judges should be
elected.
Since I am no expert in judicial
law, I usually rely on which governor appoints the judge.
I feel that that governor would
have reviewed cases and determined
if that judge was a good “fit” for the
court position first appointed.
Below I list each Judge for voters
to decide if they should be retained
in office and the governor who appointed them.
You make your own decision
whether to retain this judge or

No Excuses

By Richard Tomlinson
Letter to the Editor

Maureen “Mo” Baird did an
excellent job with her first primary
election.
As a Poll Worker, I saw first-hand
that she followed all protocol. . All

voters were checked for proper picture ID and signature.
Voters needing assistance must
have a registered “helper” or were
assigned two opposing party poll
workers to help.
The DS-200 scanned each ballot
in the voter’s presence to ensure it

dismiss him and our next governor
(DeSants or Crist) will then decide.
Charles T. Canaty (Justice of the
Supreme Court) --Appointed by
Charlie Crist. Fist served as General
Counsel for Jeb Bush.
John D. Couriel (Justice of the
Supreme Court) -Cuban American
appointed by Ron DeSantis
Jamie R. Grosshans (Justice of
the Supreme Court) -Appointed by
Ron DeSantis
Jose Labarga (Justice of the
Supreme Court) -Earlier legal appointment by Lawton Chiles. Later
appointed by Charlie Crist
Ricky Polston (Justice of the Supreme Court) -Appointed by Charlie
Crist
Jay Cohen (Fifth District Court of
Appeal)-Appointed by Bob Marinez
James A. Edwards (Justice of the
Supreme Court) -Appointed by Rick

Scott
Mary Alice Nardella (Justice of
the Supreme Court) -Appointed by
Ron DeSantis
Dan Traver (Justice of the Supreme Court) -Appointed by Ron
DeSantis
Carrie Ann Wozniak (Justice of
the Supreme Court) -Appointed by
Ron DeSantis
An honorable judiciary is necessary to have justice in our country. A judge should maintain and
enforce high standards of conduct
and should personally observe those
standards.
Most of these judges follow the
Florida constitution and try to be
fair in a manner that promotes public confidence.
Use these appointments and any
other information to make your best
decision.

was marked appropriately.
Canvassing of mail-in ballots
were checked by two opposite party
poll workers to ensure they were
properly marked.
If incorrectly marked, two
opposite party poll workers would
correct the ballot with the voter’s
choices.
The computers to check in voters
recorded if a voter had been sent a
mail-in ballot or already voted to

allow one vote-one voice.
Mail-in Ballot box were monitored at the polls by two opposing
party poll workers.
Every step of the process was
rechecked.
“Mo” Baird proved that the Citrus County election process is fair
and honest.
She was actively involved with
registering new voters and updating
See EXCUSES | Page 14

Finalized Candidate List & Information About Elections

State House of Representatives
• Robert Bagdanovich (withdrew candidacy)
• Rebecca Bays (changed races)
• Tod Cloud
• JJ Grow (withdrew candidacy)
• Ralph Massullo* (elected)
• Dale Merrill (withdrew candidacy)
• Nancy Pierson (withrew candidacy)
• Paul Reinhardt
County Commission District 2
• Diana Finegan (won nomination)
• Paul Grogan
• Stacey Worthington
County Commission District 4
• Rebecca Bays (elected)
• Timothy Gilbert (withdrew candidacy)
• David Lanier (withdrew candidacy)
• John Murphy
• Philip Nichols (withdrew candidacy)
• Winfield “Winn” Webb

Citrus County Judge, Group 1
All Voters Regardless of
• Edward C. Spaight (elected)
Party Vote in August
• Lisa Elaine Yeager
• State House
•
• Commission District 4
School Board District 1
• Citrus County Judge
• Elizabeth Kate Doyle (withdrew candidacy) • School Board District 5
• Thomas Kennedy* (won unopposed)
Only Registered Republicans
School Board District 3
Eligible to Vote in August
• Doug Dodd* (won unopposed)
• Commission District 2
• John Thrumston (withdrew candidacy)
Will Appear on November
School Board District 5
Ballot
• Deborah Daniels
• Commission District 2
• Joesph Faherty (advanced to runoff)
• Mosquito Control Board
• Linda Powers* (advanced to runoff)
• School Board District 5 (top
• Mary Seader
two candidates advance if
no candidate gets 50+% in
Mosquito Control Board Seat 3
August)
• Joe Adams*
• Tracy K. Lord
• Steve Pochis
*Denotes Incumbent
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Continued from Page 13
voter rolls by removing voters who
were now deceased or had moved.
Sadly 70 percent of voters stayed
home. Two voters mentioned that
family members were not voting as
the system was “rigged.”
She had seen a video where
people could change votes on the
“voting machine” from home.
Granted no system is perfect but

one should not use this as a reason
not to vote.
System administrators use remote-access software
to access and control
computers remotely
over the internet
or over an organization’s internal
network.
Not every U.S.
system would be
hacked. We still need

Nov. Edition
Others felt it was not
a “major” election.
Not voting in the
Primary can mean
your party has a weaker
candidate to go against
a much stronger opposition party candidate for
the general election.
Local elections really
matter as local government decisions more
strongly affect our lives.

We may be a small county but
we can have a larger voice in the
decisions and the path for Florida’s
future if we all show up to vote.
We have several convenient ways
to vote: mail-in ballots, early voting,
and election day.
Early voting will be Oct. 28-Nov.
5. Election day is Nov. 8.
If you have never voted, you can
register online by Oct. 11.
Let’s show Florida that little Citrus has a lion’s roar on election day.
Please vote and no excuses.

revenue for the local government’s
budget. It works well in generating
about 3/4 of the local taxes and 1/2
of the local government revenue
excluding state and local aid.
Some feel the property tax is a tax
on capital which would make it a
progressive tax.
Usually property value continues
to increase annually.
Low-income families with lots of
kids consume more in government
services (such education) than they
pay in taxes. Actually better education helps the country’s economy
with higher paying jobs and better
infrastructure.
In 1995, the Florida Constitution
was amended to limit the annual
increase in assessed property value

(with Homestead Exemption) to
3% or the change in the consumer
index--whichever is lower.
The assessment can not exceed
fair market value and is limited to
property value and not property
taxes. Property taxes are due by
March 31.
However the taxes are discounted if paid in November (4%), in
December (3%), in January (2%), or
in February (1%). Paying early saves
money.
The property tax is a stable reliable revenue source.
Some suggest doing away with
the property tax and raising the
sales tax to perhaps 11-12% would
be more equitable. Sales taxes are
regressive tax.

Low-income people would spend
a greater proportion of their budgets on consumption and on goods,
which are taxed, rather than services, which are not.
Local property taxes must be
administered fairly and the tax burdens distributed equitably among
taxpayers (homeowners and business owners).
An old proverb says:” The best
things in life are free, but sooner or
later the government will find a way
to tax them.”
Florida does not collect property
taxes--only local county governments levy real estate taxes.
Thus this helps keep them lower
than most states.
We don’t live in a bubble and
benefit every day from these tax
dollars that are collected.
So send that check and pay your
taxes!

sons they have learned in dystopian
fiction examples.
The best way to immediately
blunt the negative effects that are
clearly seeping into society is to
reject almost everything presented only on a left/right political
spectrum. The next best step is to
stop thinking in terms of zero-sum
outcomes where there must be a
winner or loser.
I have been critical of LifeStream
over the last week which has led to

some conversations asking why I
don’t want them to win the Baker
Act facility. This is a misrepresentation of the desired outcome.
I badly want a Baker Act facility,
but don’t think the winning outcome (fully funding the facility) is
worth the current ethical and financial cost to get there.
There’s room for compromise,
and I one solution I proposed on
Tuesday’s podcast.
I’m not a moralist. I’ve made

many bad decisions in my life. Nor
have I matured to my fullest extent.
I’m sure my impending foray into
parenthood will push me to new
levels.
But when someone acts irrationally in a way that you know will
have serious consequences, it’s
imperative to call it out and try to
identify the source of such actions.
It’s time we shift from a paradigm
of politics as entertainment to governing as serious business.

to vote.

Tax Time! Almost Here

By Rudy Brooks

Letter to the Editor

On Nov. 1, I should receive a Citrus County Property tax bill from
Janice Warren.
Property taxes have been around
since 6000 B.C.
Clay tablets from the city-state
Lagash (part of modern day Iraq)
showed figures called “bala” or
rotation.
Tax assessors would focus on
different areas of the city-state
monthly to access the tax value for
the king.
During the dark ages , the manor
lords had to pay a tax for their lands
to the king.
Today it is a tax which generates

MATURE

Continued from Page 7
This will sound preachy, elitist
and pronounced from my high
horse, but so be it. I believe this is a
result of people who are not mature
enough to rise above media influence. They either embrace the harm
they are causing for personal gain or
genuinely think this is the way the
world is supposed to work from les-

Nov. Edition

Concurrent
Citrus County

Suggested Solution to Equalizing the
Return on the LifeStream Deal

By Bobby Winsler
October 20
Tuesday’s commission meeting
was an otherwise uneventful affair,
especially after three weeks off.
The most contentious agenda
item, the public notices, was rendered moot after a report indicated
the Chronicle is the cheapest option. The next administrator’s contract was approved unanimously as
expected.
One portion of the open to the
public, however, did levy serious
accusations against the county’s
impending deal with LifeStream
- something I have discussed at
length though never with the intensity seen Tuesday.
We need the facility badly and so
I have accepted that taking a bad
deal is the price of doing business
with government even though I
wish it wasn’t.
Even with this reluctant acceptance, the situation is looking worse
after Tuesday’s meeting.
Sabrina Watson, a frequent flier
at commission meetings who also
runs the Facebook page 286 Sunshine, used nearly all of 5 minutes
to present troubling information
against LifeStream during the open
to the public portion of the meeting.
Watson’s 286 Sunshine website

is covered in QAnon on conspiracy
that LifeStream is a nonprofit of
theory rhetoric and her grudges
roughly $61 million in revenue with
against other entities like Sheriff
a terrible rating on the nonprofit
Mike Prendergast are riddled with
website GuideStar.
exaggerations, inconsistencies and
The large amount of revenue was
truth distortions.
something discussed on the ConHer casual relationship with facts
current podcast a while back too,
is only outmatched by her utter lack but in a much different context.
of diplomacy or decorum toward
Big time revenue is a necessary
almost anyone, but particularly
condition in order to put up the
against the commission.
$7.5 million LifeStream is offering
Needless to say, her rant should
on their end, but my concern was
be taken with skepticism as it was
with the questionable executive
by the board, who almost unancompensation which is probably in
imously ignored it in their compart of what earned it such a poor
ments on each speakGuideStar rating.
Let education be the great
er.
Paying your top
equalizer to get instant help
However, the
staff too much is not
we need and hope for the future a criminal offense,
information in this
case appears through
although that is
some of my personal corroboration
where she was headed next.
to be accurate although taken out of
She cited sexual abuse allegacontext.
tions against LifeStream employees
She claimed that the deal was
which is just bound to happen with
constructed largely using backan organization as large as it is with
room, closed door tactics.
the type of work it does.
This is true to an extent but she
The best point she made was
also accused these deals of includasking the commission if they had
ing Hernando County Assistant adreceived the contractually required
ministrator Tobey Phillips, relating
progress reports from the organizathis to some unknown connection
tion, something that I’m guessing
with her application to become Citbased on the commission’s unwillrus’ next administrator.
ingness to answer her question
Another point of contention was
that they still haven’t received
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them three weeks after
LifeStream promised
it would get them right
over to the county.
Only one commissioner addressed Ms.
Watson at all.
To paraphrase Commissioner Holly Davis,
she told Sabrina that
the LifeStream deal is
all but done and that
she prefers people
who come to the board
with possible solutions
rather than a litany of
problems.
This wonderful
suggestion didn’t deter
Sabrina who later
spoke on a clean water
issue with an additional list of criticisms.
Commissioner Davis’ point, albeit
ignored by its intended audience,
is one that I heeded. Having heard
similar suggestions from commissioners in the past, I offered some
suggestions in a podcast three
weeks ago.
My solution was that LifeStream
provides five scholarships for behavioral sciences to local College of
Central Florida students in perpetuity, which is not contingent on
whether they keep the county contract as our mental health provider
or still own the building.
The scholarships last as long as
LifeStream is in business anywhere.
We as the taxpayers will say that
we will help you pay for this building which you may then own and
charge us additional services on
top of what we are already paying
to staff it, but in return we get to
send some of our next generation to
learn in your halls at no cost to that
up and coming Citrus student.
The deal feels lopsided right now
with the county losing out.
Let education be the great equalizer to get instant help we need
now with the facility, and hope for
the future by training a new line of
professionals.

Trivia Answers: 1, Citrus Total: 122,182
2. Citrus Democrats: 26,291 (21.52%) 3. Citrus Republicans: 64,765 (53.01%) 4. Citrus Non-Major Party: 31,126 (25.47%)

